
Residence Permit
Orientation and Welcome

Orientation and Welcome Event for International Master- and PhD students



visa ≠ residence permit
Visa = Entry to Switzerland

Do I need a visa? Find out here: Online visa system (swiss-visa.ch)

Residence permit = permit to live in Switzerland > apply and register after arrival to Switzerland

Visa or permit? 

https://www.swiss-visa.ch/ivis2/


Registration is mandatory
Residence Permit

Everyone who lives or works in Switzerland must apply for a Swiss
residence permit within the first 8-14 days after arrival. 

One must register at the place of residence, e.g. 

• Bern > registration Alien Police Bern

• Bolligen > registration cantonal authorities



Residents of Bern: 
Einwohnerdienste, Migration und Fremdenpolizei
Predigergasse 5
3011 Bern 

Opening Hours: 
Mon – Fri 10 am – 4 pm; Thurs 10 am – 6 pm

Students must apply online!

Find more information on the web page of UniBE International
(incl. English language forms for registration)

City of Bern
Alien Police (Fremdenpolizei)

https://www.unibe.ch/studies/mobility/incoming/general_information/einreise_und_aufenthaltsbestimmungen/index_eng.html


Download and fill in 
form

• different forms for
EU/EFTA nationals
and non-EU/EFTA 
nationals

• If applicable: form 
for family
reunification

Attachments

• National ID
• Passport / Visa
• Matriculation 

documents
• PhD work contract
• Financial proof
• Rental agreement 
• If applicable: Family 

book 

Send to authorities

• Send by Email (pdf
attachments)

• or by postal mail

• Once your
application is
processed, you will 
receive a letter with
further information
and appointment for
capturing your
biometric data

Overview
Registration process



For EU-nationals and non-EU-nationals
Forms

Forms for EU/EFTA Nationals: 
Registration form
Application for permit for educational 
purposes
Form financial proof

Registration 
form for 
Third 
Country 
Nationals

Download here:
https://www.bern.ch/themen/umzug 

We will provide you with an English 
translation reading help.

https://www.bern.ch/themen/umzug


Master Students:

1. Anmeldung Zuzug Ausland EU/EFTA 
Staatsangehörige
(registration for EU/EFTA nationals)

2. Gesuch Aufenthaltsbewilligung Aus- und 
Weiterbildung
(Application for further and continuing
education)

3. Ermittlung ausreichender finanzielle Mittel
(Investigation about sufficient financial means )

PhD-Students with PhD work contract:

1. Anmeldung Zuzug Ausland EU/EFTA 
Staatsangehörige
(registration for EU/EFTA nationals)

Forms 
EU / EFTA nationals



Forms for Master- and PhD students:

Anmeldung Drittstaatsangehörige – Zuzug Ausland
(Registration for Third Country nationals)

Most of you have applied for a visa and hence have already submitted the necessary documents
e.g. financial statement. 

Attachments:
• Entry authorization («Ermächtigung zur Einreise»)
• Passport copy + visa
• matriculation (copy)
• Copy marriage certificate (when married/registered partnership) 
• Rental contract – when in sublease a confirmation from the landlord or property management 

is required 

Non-EU-/EFTA nationals



• AHV-Nummer (Swiss social security number / old people’s pension)

• Leave blank if you do not know the number or if you do not have
such a number

• PhD students may inquire with their employing institutes

What is the «AHV number»?
Frequently asked question



Fees
Residence permit

EU / EFTA nationals: 

approx. 96 CHF

Non- EU/EFTA nationals: 

approx. 150-250 CHF 



Local authorities will invite non-EU/EFTA 
nationals for an initial interview and discuss 
integration issues, e.g. learning German.

• Attendance is mandatory upon invitation

• mainly concerns PhDs and postdocs with families

Integration
Initial Interview for Foreigners



This presentation is meant to help and support you through the registration
process. 

We do not claim completeness and assume no legal responsibility.

Disclaimer



Orientation and Welcome Event
Thank you for your attention


