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Academic Social Networking Sites
Overview

« What are Academic Social Networking Sites (ASNS)?
« Academia.edu

Background

Benefits

Limitations
» Alternatives
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Academic Social Networking Sites
What are we talking about?

Academic Social Networks ACADEMIA Social Networks
« Academic profiles « Twitter
 Communication » Facebook

* Networking « LinkedIn

« Direct attention
«  Groups and collaboration S Mendeley Identifier (and academic profile)
« Impact metrics, statistics * Orcid
HUMANITIES
after Konig/Nentwich (2014) CRNMMENS



https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-00026-8_7
http://www.academia.edu/
http://www.hcommons.org/
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Academic Social Networking Sites
Academia, Inc.

ACADEMIA a seach | WGIN  SIGNUP

| Forbes
Q} Seth Denbo o ¢
VR

@seth_denbo SCIENCE

Dear Scholars, Delete Your
Account At Academia.Edu

Sarah Bond Former Contributor @
historian, digital humanist and baseball fan

When scholars
that they are p
capital backed

4:33 nachm. - 19. Okt.

www.academia.edu/about -" Mﬂ"'""""'


http://www.academia.edu/about
https://twitter.com/seth_denbo/status/656115853595774976?s=20&t=MVLkxiHKtwOYOSLDMaaJWA
https://www.diggitmagazine.com/column/end-academiaedu-how-business-takes-over-again
https://www.forbes.com/sites/drsarahbond/2017/01/23/dear-scholars-delete-your-account-at-academia-edu/?sh=217eb132d628

Academic Social Networking Sites
Academia.edu — benefits

Citation advantage

» Study conducted by Academia.edu
employees and an external consultancy
(Niyazov et al., 2016)

» After 5 years, papers posted to
Academia.edu get

* up to 69% more citations compared to
a similar article not available online;

* up to 58% more citations compared to
articles only posted to other online
venues.
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https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0148257
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Academic Social Networking Sites
Academia.edu — limitations

* An independent study found that networks
on Academia.edu or ResearchGate tend
to replicate offline networks and
hierarchies (Jordan 2019)

« Attention advantage for senior researchers

* For actual networking and discussions,
Twitter was found to be more effective

» Academia.edu = virtual CV or calling card,
Twitter = virtual conference coffee break

© Twitter - Apache License 2.0


https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.24170
http://www.apache.org/licenses/LICENSE-2.0

Academic Social Networking Sites
Academia.edu — limitations

* Academia, Inc. is a commercial platform

= You may be in breach of the law when uploading
copyrighted content such as PDFs of books or
articles

— Academia.edu is not open access

= «You are not the customer»

https://libraries.ou.edu/content/understanding-academiaedu-and-researchgate
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https://libraries.ou.edu/content/understanding-academiaedu-and-researchgate

Academic Social Networking Sites
Alternatives

You can use Academia.edu, but

» check your publishing contract or Sherpa Romeo for journals’
archiving policies before uploading publications
= If commercial re-use is prohibited, publication cannot be uploaded!

« don’t upload anything; instead, upload a document with the DOI link
to the original publication venue or to a repository (self-archiving)

UNIVERSITAT


https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
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Alternatives
 Full blown Academic Social Network: _ 'il Pascal Aventurier @Pa__. 15 Dec 2020
Humanities Commons F o < 'ai supprimé mes comptes

et _Je

. . . n'ai gqu'une seule intemogation.
» Academic profile: Orcid h 3

Pourquoi ne 'aije pas fait plus t6t ?
Avec . les et

* Repository: BORIS (OA, UniBE) Je suis bien visible

» Networking: Twitter, Mastodon

https://twitter.com/Pascal_Av/status/1338905650718515204



https://twitter.com/Pascal_Av/status/1338905650718515204
http://www.hcommons.org/
http://www.orcid.org/
https://boris.unibe.ch/
http://www.twitter.com/
https://joinmastodon.org/

Thank You u
For Your Attention

Dr. Gero Schreier, UB Bern / gero.schreier@ub.unibe.ch / @gesch16
University of Bern, May 2022
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mailto:gero.schreier@ub.unibe.ch
http://www.twitter.com/gesch16
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Academic Social Networks
More information and further reading

« Bond, Sarah. ,Dear Scholars, Delete Your Account At Academia.Edu®“. www.forbes.com, Januar 2017.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/drsarahbond/2017/01/23/dear-scholars-delete-your-account-at-academia-
edu/#273fe8da2d62.

« Demantowsky, Marco. ,Bei Academia.edu etc. bleiben? Wissenschaftliche Textrepositorien haben auch ihre
Geschichte®. Digital Humanities am DHIP (Blog), 8. Marz 2019. hitps://dhdhi.hypotheses.org/5861.

»  Fitzpatrick, Kathleen. ,Academia, Not Edu®. Kathleen Fitzpatrick (blog), 26. Oktober 2015. http://kfitz.info/academia-
not-edu/.

« Jordan, Katy. ,From Social Networks to Publishing Platforms: A Review of the History and Scholarship of Academic
Social Network Sites®. Frontiers in Digital Humanities 6 (2019): 5. https://doi.org/10.3389/fdigh.2019.00005.

« Jordan, Katy. ,Separating and Merging Professional and Personal Selves Online: The Structure and Processes That
Shape Academics’ Ego-Networks on Academic Social Networking Sites and Twitter“. Journal of the Association for
Information Science and Technology 70, Nr. 8 (August 2019): 830—42. https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.24170.



https://www.forbes.com/sites/drsarahbond/2017/01/23/dear-scholars-delete-your-account-at-academia-edu/#273fe8da2d62
https://dhdhi.hypotheses.org/5861
http://kfitz.info/academia-not-edu/
https://doi.org/10.3389/fdigh.2019.00005
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.24170
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Academic Social Networks
More information and further reading, ctd.

* Nentwich, Michael, und René Konig. ,Academia Goes Facebook? The Potential of Social Network Sites in the Scholarly
Realm®. In Opening Science, 107-24. Springer, Cham, 2014. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-00026-8 7.

* Niyazov, Yuri, et al. ,Open Access Meets Discoverability: Citations to Articles Posted to Academia.Edu®. PLOS ONE 11,
Nr. 2 (17. Februar 2016): e0148257.https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0148257.

*  Toth-Czifra, Erzsébet. ,One More Word about ResearchGate/Academia.Edu and why using these platforms will never be
equal to proper self-archiving®. Billet. DARIAH Open (blog), 5. Juni 2020. hitps://dariahopen.hypotheses.org/878.

* University Libraries of the University of Oklahoma. ,Understanding Academia.edu and ResearchGate*, s.d.

https://libraries.ou.edu/content/understanding-academiaedu-and-researchgate.
. ... and much more!



https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-00026-8_7
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0148257
https://dariahopen.hypotheses.org/878
https://libraries.ou.edu/content/understanding-academiaedu-and-researchgate

