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Vision
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A platform for highly curated (=scientific/scholarly) data from the
humanities.

vStructuring of Complex Data (including contradictory statements)
vHighly Connected and Interlinked (no data duplication)
vGranularly Accessible (the single „data point“)
vClearly Defined and Accepted Data Model

ØHumanities (and Social Sciences) in Mind
ØA Wikidata-like Infrastructure by the Community and for the

Community
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The Situation now

Objects: Artist/creator
Year of creation
Owners & places

Places: events, institutions, 
inhabitants

People: Life & career

ID Name Event

1 Istanbul A

2 Berlin B

3 … …

Attributes

Objects

MySQL-
database tables File-

Maker
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At the end of project…
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MySQL-
database

Safe as “Dump“

MySQL-
database

Create Ontology
based on individual data model

Ingest
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Initiators & Partners
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Geovistory Environment

ISO 21127 
CIDOC-CRM & 

SDHSS
UNIBE, CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.cidoc-crm.org/
https://ontome.net/namespace/11
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Geovistory
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Toolbox
Sources
Create your library of books, manuscripts etc.
and reproduce them as texts, tables (or images).

Entities
Reconstruct historicized statements
by creating, discussing and improving your data.

Analyse
Analyse your data, create data 
visualization and gain insights.

link to
entities

Settings
Manage controlled vocabularies & ontological settings. 
Activate classes & collection of classes.

Digitals
Create and manage texts and tables.

link to
entities
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Geovistory
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Data model
for historical data

ID Name Geometry

1 Istanbul A

2 Berlin B

3 … …

Object Centered Data Model 
Attributes

Objects

Standard data structure

Birth
1918-04

Information
Event Centered Data Model 

Person

Birth
1921-01-16

Person

Appellation
1900 - now

Name
Istanbul

Persistent 
Items

Events 
(temporal 
entities)

Structure for historical data in Geovistory

Geographical
Place

Name
Constantinople

Appellation
? - 1900
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Geovistory
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Data Publication Platform
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Individual Project Page
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Geovistory
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Community Environment

Project specific guidelines

Documentation of functionalities
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Take-Aways
A freely accessible data publication platform & 
individual project pages.

A Toolbox for research projects & GLAM 
institutions.

A repository where data from all projects are 
interconnected in a openly published knowledge 
graph.

A community of researchers (prosumers) & data 
users (consumers).
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Sustainability
The goal is to sustain the infrastructure through 
the community.

DaSCH is tasked to focus on Archiving.
They are a partner in LOD4HSS

DaSCH also relies on RDF/LOD-Technology. 
Ontologies in Geovistory clearly defined.

Ø Direct data ingest in DaSCH is in discussion 
(foreseen for 2024)
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Geovistory Workshop
Tue 28th of March,

10:15-12:00
by Stephen Hart (UNIBE)

Francesco Beretta (UNINE/CNRS)
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Research process
Research 
Agenda

Collecting
Sources

Data 
production

Data 
Analysis

Writing & 
Publishing

Toolbox

Modelling
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Example workflow

Toolbox

Public
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Data Model

Ship

Ship Voyage

Person

Birth

Was carried
out by

Participated in

Brought into life
(was born)

https://docs.geovistory.c
om/concepts/data-

model/event-centered-
data-model
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https://docs.geovistory.com/concepts/data-model/event-centered-data-model
https://docs.geovistory.com/concepts/data-model/event-centered-data-model
https://docs.geovistory.com/concepts/data-model/event-centered-data-model
https://docs.geovistory.com/concepts/data-model/event-centered-data-model
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Toolbox
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Toolbox
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Toolbox
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