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Master in Pharmacy, Medical Faculty, University of Bern 

 

Guidelines for the Pharmacy Master’s Thesis 2027 

Important: These guidelines must be read carefully by the students as well as 

the responsible and supervisor persons before the start of the 

Master’s Thesis. 

Goal: The goal of the Master’s Thesis is to learn scientific methods and the 

implementation of a research project in a practical way. This includes 

research in the relevant specialist literature, formulating questions and 

hypotheses, planning and conducting laboratory experiments, studies, 

data collection or literature reviews, analyzing and presenting the results 

and writing a report or publication. An oral presentation of the thesis is 

also a required component. 

Duration, timing: The Master’s Thesis lasts 6 months (26 weeks) and must be completed 

between the beginning of January and the beginning of August of the 

first year of the Master's program (overall year 4). It must be started 

between January 3rd and February 1st. The exact start date will be 

agreed upon between the responsible person and the student. 

 Part-time: It is possible to complete the Master’s Thesis on a part-time 

basis of 80%, i.e. 4 working days per week for students with employment 

or caregiving responsibilities. In this case, the duration is extended by 5 

weeks, so that it runs from the beginning of January to the 

beginning/middle of August. This requires the approval of the 

responsible person. 

Working hours: Students receive 30 ECTS for successfully completing their Master’s 

Thesis. Therefore, the following working hours apply: 1 ECTS is equi-

valent to 25-30 working hours, i.e., 30 ECTS represent a total workload 

of 750-900 hours. With a duration of 26 weeks, this results in a weekly 

workload of approximately 30-35 hours for the Master’s Thesis. 

Vacation: During the Master’s Thesis, students are entitled to take 5 days off. In 

agreement with the responsible person, these 5 days can be taken 

individually or consecutively. Extending the thesis period due to a 

vacation during the thesis writing process is not possible. Therefore, 

longer vacations should be planned before or after the thesis. 

Elective courses: During the spring semester, students attend 1-2 elective courses (at 

least 3 ECTS in total). Students must be given sufficient time to attend 

these electives and for the associated study time. This time is NOT 

included in the 30-35 hours of work per week required for the Master's 

Thesis but has to be accomplished in addition. 3 ECTS credits 

correspond to a total workload of 75-90 hours, which, over the 26-week 

period, equates to an additional workload of approximately 3-4 hours per 

week. 
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Subject areas: The Master’s Thesis can cover any topic in the field of Life-Sciences 

within Natural Sciences, in Pharmaceutical Sciences, Biomedical 

Sciences, and Veterinary Sciences. It can also be carried out externally, 

for example, in a pharmaceutical company or in a research group at 

another university in Switzerland or abroad. 

Responsible person: The Master’s Thesis is led by a person from the Faculty of Medicine, the 

Faculty of Natural Sciences, or the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine 

(Vetsuisse) of the University of Bern who is entitled to do so according 

to Article 22, paragraph 1 of the study regulations for the Master 

curriculum in Pharmacy (RSL Pharm). 

Responsibilities of the responsible person: To pprovide a suitable 

workspace as well as the necessary equipment and materials. A 

thorough introduction of the student to the research project and the 

working methods used is essential for a successful start. The primary 

responsibility lies in the academic supervision of the student throughout 

the entire project and their integration into the team. The responsible 

person may also be supported by another member of the team. In any 

case, close supervision with regular contact with the responsible 

person must be always guaranteed. The responsible person is 

informed about the progress of the project and ensures continuous 

support through regular feedback and assistance. 

External Master’s If the Master’s Thesis is carried out externally, co-leadership by a 

competent person on site and a co-responsible person from the 

University of Bern (see above) is required. 

Compensation: The students receive no compensation. For institutes at the University 

of Bern and clinics at the University Hospital, a compensation for 

Pharmacy Master’s Theses is made by a financial reimbursement and/or 

via teaching hours (“Lehrleistung”). Compensation is unfortunately not 

possible for external Master’s Theses (→ please also refer to the 

separate detailed information). 

Selection of topics: A wide selection of topics will be published at the beginning of the 

autumn semester on the Pharmacy Website (ILIAS platform). Students 

can also propose their own topics; in this case, they must find their own 

responsible person (for external theses, a co-responsible person from 

the University of Bern is also required). The topic and responsible 

person(s) must be approved by the Director of Studies (Studienleitung). 

On the first day of the semester, the Master's Thesis topic database will 

be published. Students will review the available topics and select those 

that interest them. Until October 31st, they can contact the responsible 

person to learn more about a topic and introduce themselves. The 

responsible person may also invite several students to a meeting. 

To allow students and responsible persons sufficient time for the 

selection process, NO topics may be definitively assigned and no 

Master's Thesis agreements may be signed until this date (October 
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31st). This will only work if students and responsible persons adhere to 

this and refrain from making any informal arrangements. If several 

students apply for the same topic, the responsible person will decide 

who will be assigned the topic, starting November 1st. The students will 

then complete the Master's Thesis agreement together with the 

responsible person. This agreement must be submitted to the Dean of 

Studies by December 1st. 

Execution: The Master’s Thesis is an individual work. Group work is not possible. 

Written thesis: The Master’s Thesis must be documented in the form of a written report. 

This includes the following sections: 

• Title page (according to the template) 

• Abstract 

• Introduction 

• Research question and objectives 

• Materials and methods 

• Results 

• Discussion 

• Bibliography (in Vancouver style) 

• Appendix (e.g., raw data, analyses) 

• Declaration of originality (according to the template, on the last page) 

The thesis should be 20-30 A4 pages long (excluding the title page, 

bibliography, appendix, and declaration of originality). The thesis should 

be written in size 11 font, using Arial or Times New Roman, with 1.5-line 

spacing. If the target length of 30 pages is exceeded by more than 10%, 

the text must be shortened accordingly. Extensive data may be moved 

to the appendix and summarized in the main text. The master's thesis 

may be written in German, English, or French, subject to agreement with 

the responsible person. 

Submission and Plagiarism Check: Students must submit their written 

work no later than six months after beginning their master's thesis. It will 

then be checked for plagiarism. Students will receive instructions for the 

correct submission process. 

The responsible person will receive the results of the plagiarism check. 

If the text matches more than 15%, the responsible person must review 

and comment on the results. If necessary, the work must be revised and 

resubmitted. 

Oral presentation: The oral presentation takes place around the end of 

the six-months Master’s Thesis period in an internal seminar at the 

institute in front of an internal and if possible also external audience. The 

presentation lasts 30-45 minutes and should consist of roughly equal 

parts of a presentation and a subsequent Q&A/discussion on the 

Master's Thesis and related fields. 

Assessment: The practical work, the written Master's Thesis, and the oral presentation 

will be assessed by the responsible person teacher according to the 
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criteria listed below on the assessment sheet. Both the practical work 

and the presentation may be repeated once. The final grade is 

calculated as one-third each from the grades for the practical work, the 

written Master's Thesis, and the oral presentation. It will be rounded to 

the nearest half grade. 

The responsible person discusses the assessment personally with the 

student, hands over the assessment form and sends an electronic copy 

to the Director of Studies no later than August 31st. 

Criteria: Practical work 

• Understanding of the open questions/problems, independence in 

planning and execution 

• Commitment 

• Quality of project/laboratory work: planning, organization, accurate 

and reliable work 

• Laboratory journal/documentation (design, reproducibility 

• Independence in interpretation and evaluation of the results 

• Independence in writing the report 

Written report 

• General structure 

• Introduction: accurate presentation of current literature, formulation of 

open questions and hypotheses, clear objective of the work 

• Materials and methods: complete and comprehensible description, 

ensuring that experiments/studies/data collection are verifiable 

• Results: objective presentation, supported by relevant tables and 

figures 

• Discussion: interpretation of the results, consideration of limitations, 

scientifically sound arguments 

• Literature Review: correct citation style 

• Language: clarity, comprehensibility 

• Appendix: appropriate and complete 

• Plagiarism Check: The written work will be checked for plagiarism 

Oral presentation 

1. Talk: 

• Structure of the presentation  (introduction, main part, conclusion) 

• Quality of the slides (readability, use of font, graphics and colour, 

structure) 

• Presentation (fluency of speech, eye contact, gestures, authenticity) 

• Linguistic accuracy 

• Relevance of the contents (the most important results of the Master’s 

Thesis were presented and discussed) 

2. Discussion: 

• Answering technical and comprehension questions 

• Formulating and justifying hypotheses 

• "Depth” of the scientific discussion 
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Summary of the time schedule 
 

The tasks of the students and responsible person are highlighted in color. 
 

When Who What 

June 2026 Director of Studies 

Invitation to research group leaders of the 
Medical (incl. Inselspital), Phil.-nat. and 
Vetsuisse Faculties to submit topics for 
Master’s Thesis 

by 31.08.2026 
Responsible 
person 

Submission of topics for Master’s Thesis, using 
the template, to the Director of Studies and 
study coordination 

Semester start  
14.09.2026 

Study coordination 

Publication of all submitted topics in the 
Master's Thesis exchange (ILIAS platform) and 
notification of students about the publication 
 

by 31.10.2026 

Students 
Students contact the responsible person of 
topics of interest, gather information and 
introduce themselves 

Responsible 
person 

Responsible person inform the students about 
the topic and the work in their research group 

→ no topics may be assigned, nor may any agreements be made or signed, until 
October 31st 

from 01.11.2026 

Students Students and responsible person agree on the 
topic assignment and fill in the Master thesis 
agreement together Responsible 

person 

by 01.12.2026 Students 
Submission of the Master thesis agreement 
(electronic copy) to the study coordination 

between 04.01. 
und 01.02.2027 

Students Start of the Master’s Thesis 

Spring semester 
2027 

Students 
Attendance of the mandatory elective courses 
(at least 3 ECTS) 

6 months after 
start 

Students 
Submission of the written thesis 6 months after 
the start (i.e. who started on January 4th, has to 
submit by July 4th at the latest) 

Approx. 6 months 
after start 
(flexibility of +/- 2-
3 weeks) 

Students 
Oral presentation of the work in an internal 
seminar at the department/institute 

Within 4 weeks 
after submission 
(by 31.08.2027 at 
the latest) 

Responsible 
person 

Assessment of practical and written work as 
well as the presentation, personal discussion of 
the assessment with the students, handover of 
the assessment form and electronic copy to the 
study coordination 

After receiving the 
assessment form 

Study coordination Enter the results into the KSL 

If you have any subject-related questions, please contact Prof. Dr. phil. Verena Schröder, 

Director of Studies for the Master in Pharmacy, verena.schroeder@unibe.ch. 

For organizational questions, please contact the study coordination: 

pharmazie.meddek@unibe.ch 

mailto:verena.schroeder@unibe.ch
mailto:pharmazie.meddek@unibe.ch

